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Press Release

Tokyo International University of America celebrates twenty years in Salem!

The American Studies Program which began in 1989 with sixty-one students, hosts its largest class ever, 144 students in 2009.

Salem, OR, September 1, 2009:  Tokyo International University of America (TIUA) opened its doors twenty years ago in Salem, Oregon.  The program has grown considerably since its early days, from a class of 61 the first year, to a high this year of 144.  

The campus was established in 1989 by Tokyo International University (Kawagoe, Japan) and Willamette University.  In addition to serving as a branch of its main campus, TIUA is approved by the Oregon State Department of Education as an independent institution of higher education.


TIUA offers a one-year program of English language and American Studies.  There are typically 100-135 students enrolled each year.  TIUA is noted for providing a high degree of individual attention, interactive classes, and a broad range of courses.


The courses in the American Studies curriculum are taught by both Willamette University (WU) and TIUA professors.  Some courses are jointly offered for both WU and TIUA students.
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The cooperative nature of the academic and student life programs of Tokyo International University of America and Willamette University offers students a unique intercultural learning and living environment that prepares them for global living. 

TIUA students are currently very active in the community, volunteering at numerous places during the year, conducting school visits, and hosting a day camp for local children.  


The 20th Anniversary recognition begins with a faculty colloquium at Willamette University on Friday, September 11, 2009.  It will be followed by the signing of a new dual-degree agreement between Willamette University and Tokyo International University and then a reception.


Special guests include:  President Takayoshi Arai, Tokyo International University, Kawagoe, Japan;  President M. Lee Pelton, Willamette University; Vice President Hiroshi Takahashi; Professor Airi Tamura; Mr. Chikayoshi Yokokawa and Mr. Yasuo Kokubo from the International Exchange Center at Tokyo International University.

Other special activities include TIUA students performing at a pre-game festival at McCulloch Stadium before the first home football game on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 10am-1pm.  President Arai will serve as an honorary co-captain of the football team, assist with the coin toss, and address the fans at half-time.
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